
Overview
BSG Ecology has expertise in the provision of advice concerning 
Irish projects that have the potential to impact on the Natura 2000 
network.  We can also provide a range of written outputs to inform 
the Appropriate Assessment (AA) process, including AA Screening 
Reports and Natura Impact Statements (NIS), and have evaluated 
potential issues resulting from various proposed developments 
including energy, residential and minerals extraction schemes.

The Legal Basis for AA
Under Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive an AA must be undertaken 
for any plan or project that is not directly connected with the 
management of a Natura 2000 site and that is likely to have a 
significant effect on its integrity. The process is divided into stages 
with the first two stages being most commonly required. The first 
stage is ‘Screening’ and involves identification of potential impacts 
and the likelihood of significant effects arising from a proposed plan or 
project. If significant effects are uncertain or likely then the project or 
plan will proceed to the second stage ‘Appropriate Assessment’. 

This second (AA) stage considers the impacts of the proposed plan 
or project .on the integrity of the Natura 2000 site with respect to the 
conservations objections of the site and to its structure and function.

The AA process in the UK is known as Habitats Regulation 
Assessment and is the subject of a separate capability statement.

Project experience
Our experience of AA spans a diverse range of European sites, 
including those that have been designated for birds, fish, mammals 
and the habitats they support. We have prepared AA reports for 
projects ranging from single house developments to quarries, 
anaerobic digesters, power lines and large wind farm developments. 
Potential impacts that we have required to consider include habitat 
loss, aerial and aquatic pollution, disturbance, hydrological effects and 
dust deposition. 

Our approach
When preparing AA reports we are able to draw upon our collective 
and wide-ranging expertise across the eight offices of the practice. 
This means that our work is well supported and robust. Our approach 
typically involves:

• Early consultation with statutory and competent authorities.

• Identification and appreciation of site sensitivities.

• Identification of the full range of impact mechanisms, both direct and 
indirect.

• Evaluation of impact significance.

• Identification of pragmatic measures to mitigate impacts to an 
acceptable level.

In certain circumstances the sensitivities of the qualifying species and 
habitats of European site mean that specialist studies are required 
to inform the assessment.  In addition to our available in-house staff 
resource, we also have a large network of trusted sub-contractors that 
we can draw upon to provide specialist data that may be required, 
such as terrestrial or aquatic invertebrates, fish, lichens or mosses.  In 
this way we are able to deliver a very high standard of work in an area 
that is necessarily subject to the most intense scrutiny.

Related Services
We also provide help and support to our clients in the preparation of 
Ecology chapters for Environmental Impact Statements (EIS), the 
preparation of supporting documentation for planning applications, 
planning compliance, and due diligence. The preparation of an AA 
screening and Natura Impact Statement can frequently be required 
alongside the preparation of an Ecology chapter for an EIS, and we 
have the expertise to distinguish between the different procedural 
requirements for each and present them accordingly. Project 
examples and professional references can be provided on request.

CAPABILITY STATEMENT 

Appropriate Assessment (Ireland)
BSG Ecology has expertise in the provision of advice concerning Irish projects that have 
the potential to impact on the Natura 2000 network. We can also provide a range of written 
outputs to inform the Appropriate Assessment (AA) process, including AA Screening 
Reports and Natura Impact Statements (NIS).


